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“The dead bodies having been examined by order of the court of Madrid, 
the stomach, mesentery, anil intestines were found covered with gangrcnoib 
spots. The orifice of the stomach appeared to have been greatly affected, the 
spots upon it being ulcerated. The liver and lungs were both of a putrid colour 
and texture. The stomach contained a quantity of an atrabilious liquor, which 
when poured on the ground produced a sensible effervescence, and when mix¬ 
ed with spirit of vitriol a violent ebullition.”* 

We must here take leave of Seiior VUlalba and his labours. It will be mini- 
fest to our readers that a work of the kind will not admit of analysis. It ii 
merely a chronology of epidemics, and as such may be referred to with advan¬ 
tage by those who have neither time nor inclination to turn to the various au- 
thorities from which it has been compiled. We must do our author the justice 
to say, that he has evinced much zeal in the collection of his materials, but we 
regret that in speaking of the different epidemics he has gleaned so scantily 
from the account of their cause, character, and treatment. More extensive de¬ 
tails upon these subjects would have added much to the value of his book. As 
it is, however, we have found enough in the examination of his labours, to 
heighten our opinion of the value of the contributions of the Spaniards to ou: 
stock of medical literature, and to induce us to hope, that, ere long, we may 
have more frequent opportunities of improving by the results of their exertiorj 
In the cause of science. £. G. 


XVIII. Dt la distribution par mnis dcs Conceptions et dcs Naissancts dt PHomme, 
consider te dans scs rapports arec les saisuns , arcc Us climats, avee Ic rctoury- 
riodique annuel des fpoquts dc travail et dt repos , (Pabondancc cl dt rarttf do 
vivres, ct avec qudquts institutions cl coutumes socialcs. Par L. It. Villeuxl 
P aris, 1830, pp. 103, 8vo. 

That the human species should stand alone in the animal kingdom, in bein£ 
exempt from those periodical influences which impel other beings in the affairef 
reproduction, has hitherto been regarded as one of the most marked distinctions , 
with which kind nature has characterized our species. We say hitherto, since re¬ 
cent investigations seem to render the qualification necessary, by making itproba- 
ble that some seasons arc more favourable to reproduction in the human species, 
than others. Indeed, the author of the interesting treatise under notice ha- 
shown very conclusively, that, as a general rule, the births arc most numcrou- 
during the winter months, and consequently the spring is the season in whicl 
the maximum of conceptions take place, and as there are fewest births in sum 
mer, the minimum of conceptions must occur in autumn. It must be ob¬ 
served, however, that deviations from this general rule occasionally happen, 
owing to variations in the seasons, or differences in geographical position. 

M. Villermc’s estimates are founded upon above seventeen millions of birth*, 
recorded monthly in various portions of Europe, from Sicily to Sweden and 
St Petersburgh, as well as one of the states of South America. His period* 
of observation embrace from eight to twenty consecutive years, some of them 
in fact include seventy and one hundred years. 

The subject will doubtless appear more clear from an inspection of one cf 


On Hot Climates, p. 91 . 
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i,U estimates; and are select an example founded upon eight years’ ohserva- 
tion in France, concluding on the 1st of January, 182S. 

Manlh - Total* of Birth*. 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July - 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


710, 553 ) 

672,335 ( 2,108,916 

726,0283 

665,024T 

626,109 C 1,854,690 
563,557) 

574,320) 

602,946 C 1,793,534 
616,268) 

627,554) 

629,004 £.1,894,297 
637,739) 


7,651,437 

From this it would appear that, supposing all the months of equal length 
>h,t ,s to say, composed of thirty-one days, their order when arranged accord- 
mg to their relative proportions of births, beginning with the highest numbers, 
would stand tlms:-l, February; 2, January; 3, March; 4, April; 5, November; 6, 
September; 7, December; 8, October; 9, May; 10, August; 11, June, 12, July 

Arranged, however, according to the conceptions, and observing the same 

order, the months would stand thus:-l, May; 2, June; 3, April; 4 July- s 
February; 6, March and Decembertogether; 7, January, 8, August; 9, Nov'em’ 
ber? 10, September; 11, October. 

It hence appears, that in the period comprised between the months of Fe- 
ruary and July, inclusive, the conceptions arc most numerous; that is to say, 
unrig the six consecutive months commencing between the winter solstice 
aud the vernal equinox, and ending between the summer solstice and autumnal 
equinox, comprehending the close of winter, all the spring, and the beginning 
or summer. ° ® 

If, however, a calculation be made in which the births and conceptions taking 
place in the northern and southern departments are exhibited separately, the 
«ult ,s somewhat different from that which has been given. Thus in the south 
France there appears to be a greater proportion of conceptions in the months 
Of November, December, January, February, March, and April, or during the 
sat coldest months, than in the north; whilst on the contrary the proportion ap¬ 
pears greater in the north during the months of May, June, Julv, August, Sep¬ 
tember and October, or the warmest months. This sensible difference is ma- 
nfested in the space of only four degrees of latitude. 

It has been observed, that calculations made for all France, taking Paris as a 
centre, fixes the maximum of births for February, and consequently the maxi. 
mm of conceptions for May. But the result of observations made at Copen. 

u , f0rt Upon the Main ’ Munich - Lond °". together with several towns 
m Holland, Belgium, &c. show that as many or even more births take place 
tmng the month of March, as in February, making the month of June almost 
as favourable to fecundation as that of May. 

From all this, M. Villerme concludes, that the influence, either direct or in- 
irect, exerted over the function of reproduction by the order of the seasons, 
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and the great variations in temperature resulting from the revolution of th- 
earth about the sun, is a well-established point, and that man in a state or civ 
lization, like plants and the inferior animals, is more or less subject to various 
periodical influences. 

The most striking general conclusions which he has formed, are the follow, 
ing:— 

l«f/. The circumstances found associated with the greatest fecundity, or which 
appear most favourable to it, arc— 

The return of spring, and more especially the end of tins season, and the 
commencement of summer; 

Periods marked by the greatest abundance, fetes or holy days, which bring 
the sexes more together; 

In a much less degree, may be reckoned the times when the greatest numb:: 
of marriages take place; 

To which may very probably be added, as regards the female, not too fr?. 
quent intercourse with the other sex. 

2d. The circumstances which, on the contrary, prove unfavourable to fecun¬ 
dity, arc— 

The end of summer and beginning of autumn; 

Periods of insalubrity, and principally those of epidemics produced by nurd 
miasmata, (for it is chiefly on account of the unhealtliiness of the season, tz. 
braced by the last of summer and commencement of autumn, that what h* 
been said in regard to it may be explained.) 

Seasons of scarcity, or in which it is difficult to procure subsistence, or whe: 
food is of a bad quality; 

The abstinence or fastings observed during lent; 

In a trifling degree, the epochs marked by few marriages; 

3d. Those in fine, who remain the year round under circumstances in whid 
nourishment, temperature, salubrity, intercourse with the other sex, &c. tut 
but liltlc, present an annual progress of fecundity much more regular that 
those subjected to circumstances which vary considerably with every seascr. 
This then is the reason, at least we ought to believe so, that in general the 
distribution of conceptions and births varies less from month to month among the 
inhabitants of cities than in those residing in the country. 

The sum of M. Villerme’s conclusions therefore is, that all those circum¬ 
stances augment fecundity, which promote constitutional vigour, whilst tho« 
diminish it which, on the contrary, tend to debilitate, especially such as impair 
the health; At the same lime, it would be a grand error to suppose that the 
state of health alone regulated the conceptions. These are still influenced bj 
such circumstances as fasts, severe labour, age, with various others needless*.: 
mention. 

But the cause which surmounts, and, as it were, governs all others, is thr 
annual march of temperature, or influence of the sun in its various position; 
with respect to the earth. By the admission of this hypothesis, M. Villens: 
thinks it easy to account for the diminished number of conceptions observed ir 
warm countries in seasons when the sun had dried up every tiling upon the 
surface of the earth; why in countries when the temperature is more moderate, 
the same effect is observed principally in autumn when we see the vigour anc 
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bft of nature decline and grow feeble around us; why lore seems to occupy the 
attention of the Laplanders so little, and that of the Greeks, Italians and 
Spaniards so much. ^ ^ 

XIX. Dublin Hospital Reports and Communications in Medicine and Sureeru 
Volume the Fifth. Dublin, 1830, pp. 631. 8vo. 

In our last number we laid before our readers an analysis of a recent volume 
of the Dublin Medical Transactions, and we have now the pleasure of intro 
lacing to them another work of a similar character, emanating from the same 
city, and possessed in every respect of equal merits. Few publications have 
acquired, and deservedly too, a higher reputation than the Dublin Hospital Be 
ports, and the volume that has just appeared, and of the contents of which we 
, proceed to give some account, is calculated to add to the character the wort 
has hitherto sustained. 

The volume under notice consists of two parts. A clinical report of cases in 
die medical wards of the Meath Hospital, during the session of 1828 and 1829 
bv Urs. lt. J. Guavas and IV*. Stokes, constitutes the first part. It would be 
impossible within the limits to which we are here restricted to do justice to 
pis very able paper, which includes cases of diseases of the arterial system of 
li e lymphatics, of tile organs of respiration, and of the abdominal viscera-we 
therefore proceed at once to the second part, and we do this the less reluc 
lastly «the report of Drs. Graves and Stokes is accessible to the profession 
here, having been inserted m the volume of Select Mcdico-Chirurgical Transae 
Hess, just published by Messrs. Carey & Hart; and moreover there will be found 
mthe pcnscopc of the preceding- and present number, several of the most in¬ 
teresting cases contained in it. 

The second part of the volume commences with a paper by Annana* Colei, 

J. I). on certain diseases of the anus and rectum. The affections treated of 
arc organic stricture, spasmodic stricture, vascular tumour, and ulcer of the rcc’ 
turn. A perfect cure of the first complaint, Dr. Colles thinks has not been ef¬ 
fected by any plan of treatment hitherto employed. The use of the bougies 
usually recommended, appears to be well calculated to alleviate the sufferings 
of the patient; but he says that he has paid great attention to the use of this in- 
eminent, and has not been so fortunate as to have effected a permanent cure in a 
single instance. Dr. C. offers nothing cheering on the treatment of this disease- 
lie has used various internal medicines, mercury, arsenic, cicuta and iron, but 
vittout benefit. Large quantifies of mucilage, he says, appear to give most 
relief, and blue pill, combined with a double quantity of Dover’s powder has 
also occasionally afforded much temporary alleviation. 

Spasmodic stricture of the rectum, Dr! C. thinks, has no existence. Spas¬ 
modic stricture of the sphincter ani he considers as a rare disease, never having 
seen but one case of it & 

Puscular tumours of the rectum, Dr. C. is of opinion, should be treated by ex¬ 
cision, in preference to the ligature, and his mode of operating is as follows:— 

"The tumours having been made to protrude, by means of a purgative in- 
•. Z I m .' r “Sisrnnt to pass a hook or common tenaculum through one 
two of the largest, while I seize another lengthwise with a polypus-forceps 


